
New Proposed Silica Regulation
Respirable crystalline silica - very small
particles at least 100 times smaller than
ordinary sand you might encounter on
beaches and playgrounds - is created
during work operations involving stone,
rock, concrete, brick, block, mortar, and
industrial sand. Exposures to respirable
crystalline silica can occur when cutting,
sawing, grinding, drilling, and crushing
these materials. These exposures are
common in brick, concrete, and pottery
manufacturing operations, as well as
during operations using industrial sand products, such as in foundries, sand blasting, and
hydraulic fracturing (fracking) operations in the oil and gas industry. Inhalation of very small
(respirable) crystalline silica particles puts workers at risk for silicosis, lung cancer, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and kidney disease.

OSHA currently enforces 40-year-old permissible exposure limits (PELs) for crystalline
silica in general industry, construction, and shipyards that are outdated, inconsistent
between industries, and do not adequately protect worker health. OSHA recently released
a proposed rule that will bring protections for silica workers into the 21st century.

Workers’ exposures would be limited to a new PEL of 50 micrograms of respirable
crystalline silica per cubic meter of air (μg/m3), averaged over an eight-hour day. The new
PEL would be the same in all industries covered by the rule. The proposed rule also
includes provisions for measuring how much silica workers are exposed to, limiting
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https://www.osha.gov/silica/index.html








http://www.archive.org/stream/historyofbrockto00pieriala/historyofbrockto00pieriala_djvu.txt



